St Mary’s News and Notices

2"d Sunday Before Lent — Thanksgiving Sunday
08 February 2026

10.00am Holy Communion with Godly Play session

The Reverend Michael Ridley will preach and preside at our 10.00am Holy
Communion Service

Godly Play returns to St Mary’s on 8" February at 10.00am
We are pleased to announce that we will be beginning a
monthly reintroduction of Godly Play to our Sunday
worship, starting monthly for the time being. Children
and young people aged 5 — 14 are invited to come along
to our 10.00am service. We begin in church with all our
church family, and then we go to the Fellowship Room
for the Godly Play session, returning at the Communion
for a blessing and the end of the service.

Starts 8th February 2026 10.00am

If you know of any child or young person who would like
to give it a try, do invite them to come. Parents are
requested to be in church and are welcome to come to the Fellowship Room to take part and see
what we do.

If anyone has any questions, please have a word with Vanessa Lees, Carol Roberts or Jill Wasey.

Ages 5—14

Lent Course 2026 — Draw Near — Life giving habits for 5 THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND
DR|\W
This year's Lent course is from the Church of England and is called

‘Draw Near' life giving Habits for Lent. We will be meeting in the

Fellowship Room on Monday afternoons at 2pm from the first " E E
Monday in Lent for anyone who wishes to join us. Everyone is LIFE-GIVING

welcome to join us for any week or all the Lent Course, please HADILE EOh LENT
come along when you can.

We have a small booklet with daily readings and thoughts for you to use at home and this will form
the springboard for our weekly get togethers.

We'll meet in the Fellowship Room at 2.00pm -3.30pm for a relaxed time of discussion and
reflection, with the famous St Mary's refreshments.

Join us on Mondays 23" February, 2", 9th, 16, 23" and 30" March. Please see Derek Buckthorpe
or lan Bundey for a booklet and to express an interest.

‘Draw Near’ offers us the opportunity to strengthen our habits and patterns which help us grow as
disciples of Christ day by day, especially as we prepare to celebrate the great mystery of God’s saving
love at Easter.



Each week a different contributor explores a different .

aspect of Christian discipleship - Vg:ac;cl)f:rr\fr:?a;n
worshipping together, praying, exploring the Bible, éive stuffup?
sharing communion, offering service and sharing the

good news with others. There is also a special version

for children. 4@ ‘ i'il

The course has a supporting book ‘Dancing to the

Heartbeat of God’ which includes a foreword and afterword by the Archbishop of Canterbury-
designate, Dame Sarah Mullaly, and an introduction by the Archbishop of York, Stephen Cottrell. It
offers a confident and hopeful vision of faith lived out in everyday life.

You can also sign up to the Everyday Faith App which will carry reflections based on the booklet.

Donating Regularly

If you have not yet considered making a regular donation to the church, and would like to do so,
please have a word with Elizabeth France or David Young. There are several ways of doing this — by
joining the envelope scheme or by setting up a regular standing order from your bank. If you are able
to Gift Aid a regular donation, that will be a big help in making your donation go even further. You
can find a Gift Aid Form attached to this newsletter.

Prayer during our Church Vacancy

To help us in our worship during our Church Vacancy a special prayer has been developed which we
hope everyone will be willing to use and to pray daily, at our services on Sunday or whenever we
meet as a group. Itis important that we ask for God's help in everything we do and especially as we
go forward working together to bring a new Rector to St Mary's. We all have a part to play in what is
happening and we can all influence the outcome. With God's help we will succeed in getting the
right person to help us grow in faith and to lead us forward in whatever God puts before us. Derek
and lan.

Vacancy Prayer
O God our Father, send your Holy Spirit to our Church of St Mary's Lymm, to fill us with
vision, energy, and love. Help us to bring new life to our community and fellowship, and
in unity and expectation, remain ever faithful to your calling.

/ Guide with your heavenly wisdom those involved in bringing a new minister to this

Church that whomever we receive may be a wise and gentle shepherd. We pray that

the minister of your choice will hear your call and respond in faith, ready to serve us with joy, and to

lead us by example in loving obedience to your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Services February/March 2026

2" Sunday Before Lent 10.00am Holy Communion with Godly Play
Thanksgiving Sunday Priest Reverend Michael Ridley

08 February 2026

Sunday Next Before Lent 10.00am Holy Communion

15 February 2026 Priest Reverend Chris Moore

Ash Wednesday 10.00am Ash Wednesday Service

18 February 2026 Bishop Sam, Bishop of Stockport




1°t Sunday of Lent
22 February 2026

10.00am Holy Communion

Priest Reverend Christina Westwell

2" Sunday of Lent
01 March 2026

10.00am Holy Communion
Priest Reverend Keith Hine

12.00pm Holy Baptism
Reverend Keith Hine

3" Sunday of Lent
08 March 2026

10.00am Holy Communion with Godly Play

Priest Reverend Anita Raggett

Mothering Sunday
15 March 2026

10.00am Mothering Sunday
Family Service

6.30pm Said Holy Communion
Reverend Keith Hine

Passiontide Sunday
22 March 2026

10.00am Holy Communion

Priest Reverend Christina Westwell

Palm Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion
29 March 2026 Priest Reverend Chris Moore
Maundy Thursday Chester Cathedral Service TBC | 6.30pm Holy Communion
02 April 2026 with Foot Washing
Reverend Keith Hine
Good Friday 10.30am Reflective Service 12.00 noon Churches
03 Apri 2026 Together Service at the Cross
Easter Sunday 10.00am Holy Communion 7.00am Sunrise Service at
05 Aprl 2026 Priest Reverend Chris Moore | Lymm Dam (CTLD)

Green Tips — Planning a holiday this year? What Is Sustainable Travel?
In the gloomy winter months, quite a few of us turn our thoughts to
taking a holiday later in the year. When planning, why not give a little
more thought to travelling more sustainably?

In recent years, sustainable travel has been gaining popularity. As we

have become more aware of the potential risks and dangers associated

with unsustainable travelling, such as microplastic pollution or

increased carbon emissions. There has been an increased focus on how
to do more sustainable travelling and activities to minimise the harm to 4 Use reusable water botties when

the environment.

Greenmatch has a great website where you can see some of the facts
about the environmental impact of different types of travel:
https://www.greenmatch.co.uk/blog/2019/09/sustainable-travel

Please Pray

5 Ways to Be More Sustainable
% When Travelling

@ 1 Be mindful of the mode
m of transportation that you use. Opt for
less polluting methodes, like trains.

consequences as a result of

2. Be aware of harmful environmental
social activities, such as littering “

m 3. Contribute to local communities by

supporting smaller businesses rather than

global ones

=
travelling abroad to minimise plastic '
waste.

5. Opt for eco-friendly accommodation

o
Green Key certified accommodation

e For our Churchwardens, Lay Readers, visiting clergy and all involved in running our church

during our period of vacancy

e For the humanitarian effort bringing help to many in Gaza

e All those suffering as a result of conflict in Ukraine

e Remember in prayer those in the Book of Remembrance for today and the next week

e For those being prayed for by St Mary’s Prayer Circle

Contact Details

Website - www.stmaryslymm.org

Rector: Vacancy

Lay Readers: Derek Buckthorpe 01925 752810 lan Bundey 01925 755286

3

when booking for hotels or hostels. Look for


https://www.greenmatch.co.uk/blog/2019/02/microplastic-pollution
https://www.greenmatch.co.uk/blog/2018/06/holiday-carbon-footprint
https://www.greenmatch.co.uk/blog/2019/09/sustainable-travel
http://www.stmaryslymm.org/

Church Wardens: Elizabeth France 07956 408300 George Bainton 01925 757732
PCC Secretary: Derek Buckthorpe 01925 752810

PCC Treasurer: David Young 01925 759919

Choir Director / Organist: Susan Gadd 07398 399121

Church Hall Secretary: Kath Hough Telephone: 01925 754435

Pastoral Care Team: Derek Buckthorpe 01925 752810, Pauline Buckthorpe 01925 752810 lan
Bundey 01925 755286

St Mary’s Prayer Circle — Co-ordinator for Prayer Requests Jill Wasey 01925 754265 email
jhwasey@yahoo.co.uk Members - Susan Brooks 01925 755735 Derek Buckthorpe 01925 752810,
Pauline Buckthorpe 01925 752810 lan Bundey 01925 755286 Vanessa Lees 01925 757471, Angela
Roberts, Jill Wasey

Church Wi-Fi Wifi name = St Marys Church Wifi code =Welcome2Everyone FIRE EXITS VIA THE MAIN
ENTRANCE, THE DISABLED ENTRANCE BY THE TOILETS AND THE EXTERNAL DOOR VIA THE
FELLOWSHIP ROOM


mailto:jhwasey@yahoo.co.uk

